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e 12 students

e Complete case history and clinical
examination provided at the start
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Task structure Case 1

Open task
structure

Case 2

Closed task
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Proposals for further patient
management:

e Open: students propose themselves
e Closed: 2 different management S Group 2
options are proposed by the ced Case 2
facilitator Closed task Open task
structure structure
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Results

e Task structure influences knowledge

construction (a=.05)
(F 1,53)=6.064, p=0.017

The ‘closed form’ induced higher

levels of knowledge construction.

Knowledge construction:
Gunawardena, Lowe & Anderson
(1997): Interaction analysis model

e Phase 1: sharing/comparing of information

e Phase 2: the discovery and exploration of
dissonance or inconsistency among ideas,
concepts or statements

Phase 3: negotiation of meaning/co-construction
of knowledge

Phase 4: testing and modification of proposed
synthesis or co-construction

Phase 5: agreement statement(s)/applications of
newly constructed meaning

Results

Highest phase knowledge construction *
Structure Crosstabulation

___KC|  open closed total
15,0%| 38,3%  53,3%
217%  26,7%
100,0%

Conclusion

e Prefer closed task structure

Further Research

e Larger sample
e Other theoretical basis




